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She was now free to lead the kind of life which most appealed
to her, for her passion was hunting, a pursuit which her husband
had firmly discouraged since it entailed living in the country and
thereby abandoning his clubs, his race meetings and all the
amusements of London which contributed to his pleasantly futile
existence.

She soon met in the hunting field her third cousin, Lord
Cowley, who had been divorced by his wife some few years before,
and with his assistance she found and took Gaddesby Hall in
Leicestershire, close to his home at Baggrave Hall.

From this time onward she had undoubtedly seen a great
deal of him and in what the judge at the trial described as "the
jolly state of sporting good-fellowship" in which "Christian names
and nicknames were flying about like brickbats among peers and
commoners," they had reached a stage of considerable intimacy.

Sir Charles and his advisers thought that, although there was
naturally no direct evidence of their having committed adultery,
the cumulative effect of the surrounding circumstances pointed to
no other possible conclusion. He therefore instituted proceedings
"against his wife, citing Lord Cowley as co-respondent, and the
question whether or not Lady Hartopp and Lord Cowley had
committed adultery remained the sole issue until eleven days
before the hearing, when as the outcome of much diligent and
costly research she suddenly amended her answer and launched
a counter-attack, alleging that Sir Charles had treated her with
physical cruelty and had himself habitually committed adultery
with a Mrs. Sands, described by Sir Edward Clarke, one of Lady
Hartopp's counsel at the trial, as "a very beautiful woman who was
living apart from her husband, and who was known to be accessible
to gentlemen who were prepared to pay somewhat heavily for her
favours."

On November 27, 1902, battle was joined before Mr. Justice
Gorell-Barnes. A galaxy of impressive and expensive figures
crowded the front row, Lawson Walton and Duke (afterward
Lord Merrivale and President of the Probate, Divorce and Admir-
alty Division) for Sir Charles, Inderwick and Sir Edward Clarke for
Lady Hartopp, Bargrave-Deane (afterward a judge in the same
division) and Gill for Lord Cowley, with an appropriate array of
juniors behind them. Rufus Isaacs, who had been retained
on behalf of Mrs. Sands, was not yet in a position to take part,
since his client had not at that stage applied for and received
permission to intervene.

Lawson Walton opened, making the most of the various incidents
relied upon as showing such affectionate intimacy between Lady